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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
April 12, 2016 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Chuck Vyverberg, Fire Chief 

Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol Trescott, members of the 

District, and members of the public.  Commissioner Andy Rorie was in attendance by telephone. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve the 

Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Commissioner Vyverberg requested the draft minutes of March 8, 2016 be amended to reflect Mike 

Hause as the Mike who spoke during Public Comments. 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Lexipol: Chief Nielsen reported he had contacted Amy Goon with Lexipol and requested their 

representatives attend a Board workshop to conduct a comparison between the District’s current 

policies and procedures and those offered by Lexipol.  Ms. Goon replied they were not able attend the 

District’s workshop but could charge $3,995 to perform similar work.   

 

The commissioners expressed their disappointment with Lexipol’s response. Karen Miltenberger from 

Nicholson & Associates said a discount of up to 25% of the Management Liability and Errors and 

Omissions portion of the District’s insurance policy is offered in subscribing to Lexipol’s services; 

however, the savings would not offset the cost of their program. 

 

The commissioners decided they would not move forward with subscribing to Lexipol’s services at 

this time, and Commissioner Boling asked that the item be tabled indefinitely from the Board agenda. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Part-time Firefighter Oath of Office:  Chief Nielsen introduced Firefighter Colton Langolis, 

Firefighter Corey McGuire, and Firefighter Joseph Zarazua and then administered the Firefighter Oath 

of Office to the three new part-time firefighters.  The recruit class presented Chief Nielsen with a 

podium their class had constructed for the District.   
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At 6:17 pm Commissioner Vyverberg called for a five minute recess to welcome the new firefighters 

and their families. 

 

At 6:26 pm Commissioner Vyverberg called the regular meeting back in session. 

 

B. Policies and Procedures: Chief Nielsen presented the Board with draft procedure 10.04.27, 

Lactation Accommodation Procedure.   

 

The Board discussed what process they will use for approving District procedures.  They elected to 

use the policy signature template and procedures will be signed by all three commissioners. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To adopt Procedure 

10.04.27 Lactation Accommodation Procedure.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. Recruitment Update:  Chief Nielsen reported there were no applicants for the position of 

Volunteer Fire Lieutenant.  The Chief found some volunteer members felt they were not ready for the 

position, and others were not interested in testing at this time because there are no open positions. 

 

Thirteen fulltime personnel applied in response to the Career Fire Lieutenant posting.  Oral interviews 

will take place April 26, and assessors from three regional fire agencies will assist with an assessment 

center on April 28.   

 

Offers of employment were made to seven fulltime Firefighter Paramedic candidates.  Two of the 

candidates withdrew due to other offers of employment and five are moving forward in the process.  

Chief Nielsen said the market for qualified personnel is very competitive at this time. The District will 

be posting again for Firefighter Paramedics and will conduct a recruit academy with Spokane Fire 

Department in September. 

 

B. Yard Debris Collection Day Follow-up:  The 12th Annual Debris Collection Day was held 

April 2, at Station 82.  District 8 partnered with DNR for this year’s event and staff plans to seek 

additional co-sponsors next year.  The Board previously approved $2,128 for expenses but the cost to 

the District was only $458.  People began to line up at 9:30 am, and all three containers were full by 

11:00 am.  A total of thirty-four loads of yard debris were dropped off, and twenty-four residents had 

to be turned away.   Twenty people read about the event in the District’s newsletter and on posters; six 

heard about it from friends and family; and eight saw it posted on the District’s reader board.  

Attendees came from zip codes 99036, 99223, and 99206. 

 

Chief Nielsen expressed his appreciation for the work Chief Long did on the event.   

 

Commissioner Boling agreed that staff did an outstanding job on Debris Collection Day, however, he 

would like to see the event remain open for the full time posted regardless if the containers are full or 

not.  He is in favor of securing additional dumpsters if needed.   

 

Commissioners Rorie and Vyverberg would like to see additional sponsors next year who can help to 

defray the costs so that there is no need to turn anyone away.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Chief Nielsen shared a copy of the publication Healthy In Healthy Out with the commissioners.  The 

booklet was created and printed by Washington State Labor and Industries through their SHIP grant 

program and is aimed at protecting our firefighters from cancer and hazardous exposures.  Page 15 

features District 8 Firefighter, Adam Villard and his story as a cancer survivor. 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A. Procedures Adoption: The commissioners will review their book of policies and procedures 

before the next BoFC meeting.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Jeff Wainwright thanked the Board for their thoughtfulness in going through their process with 

Lexipol but said he is not in favor of using their services.  He is a member of the committee that 

reviewed all of the District’s procedures and knows the time commitment both on and off duty that 

was put into the project.  Captain Wainwright felt the District does a good job in its practices.  He does 

not feel Lexipol is a benefit to an agency the size of District 8 where there are processes already in 

place and practices to ensure members train on policy and procedures on a regular basis.   

  

Mike Hause asked how citizens can get their questions answered if the Board does not respond to 

public comments during their meetings.   

 

Adam Villard said he echoed Jeff Wainwright’s comments and thanked the Board for thinking through 

the process with Lexipol.  FF Villard said he was honored to be a part of the booklet published by the 

WSCFF and L & I, Healthy In Healthy Out.  He said he is lucky that his cancer was detected early and 

feels it is his duty and responsibility to educate others on how they can limit their exposure.  Villard 

gave a brief synopsis of how toxins are absorbed through the skin and the measures that can be used to 

limit those exposures.  He will be helping to distribute the booklet to other departments in the Spokane 

County area. 

 

Dan Glover said he was interested in two items in the District’s budget.  He sells and installs 

emergency generators and felt the amount in the budget for a generator at Station 82 was a pretty 

generous number; he hopes to see it go out to public bid and feels he could save the District a lot of 

money. Mr. Glover also felt that he could save the District a substantial amount of money on the 

support vehicle and that it also should go out for public bid.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 A meeting to discuss renewal of the one-tenth of one percent sales tax measure is scheduled for 

May 12, 19:00, at District 9.  Fire commissioners, elected officials and fire chiefs are 

encouraged to attend. The tax funds on-going maintenance of the county-wide radio system.   

The current measure expires in 2018.  Chief Nielsen will notify the commissioners when more 

information is available. 

 A meeting of the Spokane County Fire District 8 Firefighters Association is Monday, April 18, 

19:00, at Station 82.  There will be an election of new officers and a review of current 

Association by-laws.  Commissioner Boling and Commissioner Rorie plan to attend; a special 

meeting notice will be posted. 

 The 4th Annual SCFD8 Fire Service Day Open House is Saturday, May 14, at Station 81 from 

10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  A special meeting notice will be posted. 
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 The next regular BoFC meeting will be Tuesday, May 10, 6:00 pm, at Station 82. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 6:52 pm. 

         

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


